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THE UN·I?-ERSI!I'Y OF. NEW MEXICO
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FACULTY CONSTITUTION
(As amended in 1957 and 1967)
Article I.

The University Faculty

sec. 1 (a} Membership: The University Faculty shall consist of the Professors, Associate Professors, Assistant Professors, Lecturers, and Instructors,
including part-time and temporary appointees. The President of the University,
Academi c Vice-President, Administrative Vice President, Deans of Colleges and
Schools , Dean of Students, Dean of Men and Dean of Women, Director of the
universi ty College and Counseling Center, Director of Admissions and Registrar,
Director of Extension, Summer Session and Community Services, Director of the
Los Alamos Graduate Center, Director of the Holloman Graduate and Continuing
Educati on Center, Director of Research and Fellowship Services, Librarian,
Comptroller, and Secretary of the University shall be ex officio members of
the Faculty whether or not they are actively engaged in teach.ing.
(b) Members of the University Faculty who are eligible to vote
(called the "Voting Faculty") shal l include all full-time members of the University Faculty holding professorial rank, •or 1l~cttireships. Instructors shall be
members of the Voting Faculty only after three years' full-time service. The
Presi dent of the University, Academic Vice-President, Administrative VicePresi dent, Deans of Colleges and Schools, Dean of Students, Dean of Men and
Dean of Women, Director of the University College and Counseling Center,
Director of Admissions and Registrar, Director of Extension, Summer Session
and Community Services, Director of the Los Alamos Graduate Center , Director
of the Holloman Graduate and Continuing Education Center, Director of Research
and Fellowship Services, Librarian, Comptroller, and Secretary of the University shall be ex officio members of the Voting Faculty. No person holding an
interim or temporary appointment on the teaching staff shall be a member of
the Voting Faculty unless he be a member ex officio.
(c) 1Questions of eligibility for voting which may arise shall be
s~ttled by the presiding officer of the Faculty. Any appea l from his decision
s~ould be taken to the Voting Faculty. The officers shall prepare at the beginnlng · of each academic year the official list of the membership of the Facul ty
and of the Voting Faculty as defined above.
~c. 2 Responsibilities: The University Facul~y shall have the right of
:eview and final action in regard to the following: (1)
formulation of
institutional aims; (2) creation of n ew colleges, schools, and departments
an~ ?ivisions; (3) major curricular changes and other matters which in the
opi~ion of the President of the University or his delegate affect the institution as a whole; (4)
requirements for admission and graduation and for
honors and scholastic performance in general; (.5)
approval of candidates for
degrees; (6) regulations affecting student life and activities; (7) policies
~f appoin~ment, dismissal, and promotion in academic rank; and (8) general
Faculty welfare. Provided, however, that act ions taken by the University
.aculty shall be subject to the authority of the Regents in matters involving finance, personnel, and general university policy.
ab £ec. 3 (a)
Org~nization: ~he President of the Uni~e sity, o in his
7
7
U ~ence the Academic Vice-President, shall be the presiding officer of the
niversity Faculty. The voting Faculty shall elec t a Vice-Chairman for one
year, and a Secretary for three years.
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(b)
The Vice-Chairman shall preside in the absence of the
Pres ident and the Academic Vice-President, or when the presiding officer
so requests, or when under Robert's Rules of Order, except as-modified by
Faculty vote, the presiding officer wishes to speak from the floor.
sec. 4 (a) Procedure: The University Faculty shall conduct business according to Robert's Rules of Order, except as modified by Faculty vote.
(b)
The agenda for University Faculty meetings shall be prepared
by the Secretary, and a stenographer not a member of the Faculty shall keep
verbatim minutes of such meetings. The Secretary shall mail to every member
of the University Faculty a summary of the minutes and the compl ete minutes
shal l be open to inspection by any member.
Sec. 5 (a) Meetinqs: The University Facu l ty shall meet month l y du ring the
school year , exclusive of the summer session,at a place and time determined
by t he presiding officer.
(b)
One-third of the membership of the Voting Faculty on active
duty during a semester shall constitute a quorum for business. Members not
on active duty may, however, attend meetings and vote.
(c)
Special meetings shall be calle d by the presiding officer at
his discretion, or wheneve r a request in writing is made by f1fteen members
of t he Voting Faculty or by a majority vo te of any College Faculty.
Sec. 6 (a)
Committees: There shall be a Policy Committee empowered (1)
to define duties , nominate members, and designate chairmen for the standing
commi ttees of the University Faculty, subject to consultation with the
President of the University and confirmation by the Voting Facu l ty; (2) to
sche dule reports from any of these committees at designated meetings of the
Unive rsity Faculty; (3) to consider matters of educational policy in general
when eve r such matters are not appropriate to any speci al committee; (4) to
make reports and recommendations direct to t he University Faculty for action
by t hat body; and (5) to express to the Regents and others Faculty points of
vi e w when authorized to do so by the voting Faculty. By petition of me mbe rs
of the Faculty, singly or in groups, the Policy Committee shall serve to
repr esent such members before the Regents in any matter be lieved worthy by
that Committee.
(b) The Policy Committee shall be elected as fo llows: one me mber
elected by each of the College Faculties ; on e member e l ected by the Graduate
Committee; and three members-at-large elected by the Voting Faculty, of which
not more than two shall be from any one College. Deans and ex officio
members shall not be e l igible to serve on this Committee. For each new
C~llege created a member shall be added to the Policy Committee as representative of that College. Members shall b e elected to the Po licy Committee for
a term of two years. A me mber cannot serve more than four years in succession.
A member who has served on the Committee is eligible for reelection after a
pe riod of two years. To ori g inate the committee, each o f the eight colleges
or schools shall draw lots to determine the four that shall e lect members for
on7 year ; and the Voting Faculty shall elect three members prefe rentially, of
which the first two shall hold office for two years, the third for one year.
Afte r the first e lection all members shall be e lected f or two years and
elect ions shall be held whenever a vacancy exists by reason of the completion
~£ a ~errn or for other reasons.
Normal l y these e l ections will t ake place as
a te in the academic year as possible.
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The Chairman of the Policy Committee shall be elected by the

(d)
The University Faculty may elect special committees.
committees shall elect their own chairmen.

These

(e) Any member of the University Faculty is e ligible for membership on standing and special committees except as stated in ·A rti c le I, Section
6, paragraph (b). No single member shall serve on more than two standing
committees at a time.
(f)
The duties and responsibi l ities of every committee as defined
by the Policy Committee shal l be incorporated in the By-Laws of the University Faculty after approval by a majority of the Voting Faculty.
NOTE: On April 9, 1957, under provisions of Arti c le I V, Section
3 of the Constitution, the fol l owing By-Law was approved by the University
Faculty:
"The Policy Committee is hereby empowered to create special
committees to assist it and be responsible to it. "
Article II,

College and Departmental Organization.

Sec. 1 College Responsibilities : The Faculty of each College shall be
an autonomous unit in a ll matters relating to that particular College,
subj ect to review under the powers set forth in Ar ticle I , Section 2.
Sec . 2 Membership: Faculty membership for college and departme ntal voting
purposes shall be as defined in Article I, Secti on l( a) (i.e., Instructors
and a bove).
Se c. 3 (~)"
Procedure: T
-0: Facu lty of each College shall decide upon the
proce dure for the effi cient functioning of the College.
(b)
Regular meetings shall be held at intervals agreed upon by
the College Faculty. Special meetings shall be called by the presiding
officer at his discretion, or whenever a request in writing is made by ten
membe r s o f the College Faculty, or by a majority from a Faculty of f ewe r
t h an t wenty members.
~ec. 4 (p) ,
Departments: The Faculty of each Department shall, with the
advic e and consent of the Dean of the College, decide upon the organization
and p r ocedure for the efficient functioning of the Department.
(b) Meetings shall be called by the presiding o fficer a t his discretion or whenever a request in writing is made by ten percent of the
depart mental faculty.
Artic le III .

The Administration

. §__ec. 1 The President: The President of the University shall be the princ~p~l officer of the University, and with the assistance of his administrative
officers shall carry out the measures enacted by the Votin g F a culty within the
~cope of its responsibilities, and shall perform those duties assigned to him
Y t h e Regents.
Sec . 2 The Vice-Presidents: The Vice-Pres idents s h all perform such
dut1es as the President may from time t o time assign.
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sec. 3 (~). De a ns of Co l lege s and Schools : The appointment of De a n s of Col l e g e
shal l be recommende d to the Rege nt s b y the Pres i dent after approp riate c onsu l tation with a ll Department Heads of the Co l lege con cern ed, Uni ve rsi ty Off i cers,
and othe r interested persons . The appointment of the Dean of the Gr a du ate Sch o o l
shall be recommended to t h e Regents by the President after appr opr iate c onsultation with the Graduate Committee, Uni vers i ty Officers, and other 'i n terested
persons .
(b)
The Dean shal l be the pr i ncipal office r of the Co l l ege o r Scho o l.
He shall act as executive officer and r epresentative of the College Fac u l t y, a n d
with r egard to educational pol i cy, shal l prepare plans for the cons i der a ti on o f
his Faculty, shall carry into effect those p l ans which i t adopts, and sha l l
perform such other duties as properly fall within the scope of his o ffi c e.
(c)
The Dean shal l be the pres i d i ng officer at meeting s of t he Col le ge
Faculty. In case of his absence or inability to preside, he shall desi gnate a
subs titute.
Sec. 4 Other Administrative Officers: The appointment of administra t i v e
deans (Dean of Students, Dean of Men and Dean of Women) and of other chief
administrative officers shall be recommended to the Regents by the President .
They shall perform such duties as properly pertain to their offi ces .
Sec . 5 (a)' The Administrative Committee: The President of the Un i v ersity
shall appoint (with the exception of elected members) an Admi nistr a tive
Commit tee, or simi l ar body, to perform such duties a s he may p r e s c r ibe.
(b)
The Voting Faculty shal l elect three members to the Admini strative Committee, or similar body, who shal l hol d office for three years
and shall be ineligible for re - e l ection to an immediate success i ve ter m.
The term of service of the elected faculty representative s s hall be
staggered so that no two shall run concurrently.
Artic le IV.

I
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General

Sec. l Adoption of Constitution: This Constitut i on shall be effecti ve
when approved by a two- thirds vote of the University Facu l ty pres ent and
voring and ratified by the Regents .
Sec. 2 Amendments: This Cons titution may be amended by a two- thi rds vote
of the Voting Faculty present and voting and ratification by the Regent s .
Amendmen ts shall lie on the table for thirty days before fi n a l action .

r

lI

§...ec. 3 By- Laws: This Cons titution may be supplemented by By- Law s a d opt ed
by a majority vote of the voting Faculty. Such By- Laws wi ll normally inc l ude :
(1) interpretations and implementations of this Constitution ; (2) the Tenur e
Act of the University; (3) a statement of promotional policy ; (4 ) a stateme n t
of the duties and responsibilities of the standing committees of t h e Universi ty Facu lty; and (5) other faculty regulations.
Sec. 4 Distribution: The Secretary of the University s h a ll keep on f ile a
~opy of this Constitution and the By- Laws as amended f r om t i me to time, and
shall distribute copi es to a l l members of the Faculty by pub li cati on in the
Paculty Handbook or otherwise.
~PPr ove d by the University Facult~ April 11 , 1949
Ratifi ed by the Regents, May 14 , 1949

